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PRAODUCED MY
CHARLOTTE M. FRICZTE

New Yorkers think big
especially philanthropic
omnes like the Lie

Lila Acheson Wllace
cofounder of Readers ﬂ]:;,"’:'-:‘
When she endowed the
city's grandest musem

with enough money to have

abouquet of fresh flowers

CYVCTY "-‘.l'{.'l'-. LIII[Il II'II.' I.'II-\.E

of time, she didin’t have a
nesegay in mind. Luckily,
her bequese was met with
a talent large enough to
do it jusnce—Chins Giftos
{om ladder), The man
behind those beloved

hlg |1.i||g.1|'r.|||g.,'||~.r||:-

in the Great Hall isalso a
Mew Yorker which may
explaim his fearlessness
around all that art. The
fowers stand their ground
and will continue to do so
under his successor, Remco
Van Vier (standing)

and helpers Mablo Perez
and Ferida Coughlan



TABLETOQFS

IN STYLE
WEDDINGS

pink

Just hecaise youi preber o modern look
iboe=n't mesm your tables oeed 10 be manimal
it fist thiag matter, monochromatc Opi
fiwr ¢ bmmrst @f bright colen (make swire o
check with verir florist before commirming 1o
a palete; osit-of season Howers can cost up
1o three times as much o in-scason blooms)
“People cquate modemism wizh smrk mur
faces and spaces,” says flonss Bemeo van
Vlier, of Van Vhet and Trap in New Yoek
Caty, “Orange Imumcdagely meelis the cold
mess and adols imtimacy.™ For this tabletop
Van Viier chode omoge s the primary colos
and electrifying pink a5 an accent. To offset
wch a lively combination he kepe the
remaining touches ssmple: nearral chaie,
whate dinner plates atop orange chargers andd
cleanine Tivoli alverware (all rentals). From
there add your own ilair—like stamped post-
cards ar each place serming pre-addressed o
the bride and groom (or guess fill oum and
send later. Mot only are they a clever vana-
tion o the standand goest book, b they
alsn ket the cowple remaom from their homey-

moon o @ matdbox ball of warm withe, =

Lesve-myis glass chargens (51,28 sechi, plates
{520 each and bowls (310-522 aach) rented
Froem Eurgpesin Sousces Direc, 800-535-097TH;
Fibverwarne 15180 per saningl; Trisens Famy
Banial, 312-702-T801. Custdmemads pink lnih
Anphifs: Chaléss Merkatplaon, 212-504-2783
7. Pick & signaturs drink-—|lks s Pamgple
mousss Champegrs Cocktall tappad with &
marigold starti By Callghan Calasing (212-137

11dd—ehar's Im kesping with your colar schama

froodom
apes. Mote 1he varying flocal

of tulipe, dabdiss sni
LAD phalographs wers isken
Cantia: ohsknosstie com |

1 Cumam-mndg secoet cords {53 gsch) and tnbio
mamiber carcs {35 ssch), Imtergraghics Litha, 213
B31- 7885, For sclilitsana sourcel soo pags 476

N8 SPAING TEDE N ETYLE WEDDINGS IN-STYLE WEDDINGS SPAING 200



southeast

A third-generation master florist and the exclusive event
jesianer atthe Met. Remco van Viiet brings his artful
nentsto Birrmingham Botanical Gardens

BY MANCY STAAB
PHOTOOGRAPHED BY ROODBIE CAFPONETTO

1F YOU FLY OVER HOLLAND AT
night, the country s stlll visihle
becanse it is lit by the specoral
glow of hundreds of 24-hour green:
Pt says Homl designer Hemcoo
van Viiet, the coolest Dutch import
1 T Abnhanan since architect Bem
Koolhaas and his Nagship Prada
store, The third-geneémtion mister
fMorist, whose prandbather owned a
fheswer shop, grew up creating, hoa-
quets for his father's event-design
firm, which counts the: Poich roval
Family amonge its clieos. [n 1997 e
and his brother, Cas Trap, extaly
Beslved theslt ovvne evend-design firm,
Van Viket & Trap, in New York, As
-.-npu1---.l van Viet's designs reflect
his dual backgrownd: counly, ald-
world elegance  hybridized with
edpy, urban glamaour.

Three years agao van Viiet became
the exclusive event destgner at the
Metropolitan Museum of A Besides
inventing grand, srchifectunil floral
arrangements for the Great Hall (in
twoetier urns on cight-foor Indders),

I wls masterminds most of the

Remco van Vietl's ssrangemants, such
as this cne (below) with & "Flaming
Parmot’ tulip ot its conter jolned by grevil-
s pnd sandersoenka, recall the fanissy
blooms of 17th-century Dutch still liles.

museum's galas. For the opening of
the Egvptian wing, ithe deslgne:
brought in papyrus plants, lotus
seedpods, dute 1-..4Im leve=, and
vitive candles. The Mlickering can
dielight gave way o lealy shadows
anl .'||1t|r|t||:1'|| tey The atmm l‘-]llll.'ll.'
of primeval mystery that surrouncds
the Temple of Dendur. For a mool
top party honoring the an of Koy
Lichtenstein, he employed canoon

f sunflowers,

Baold arrangements
blue  thistle, and other primary
colored Aowers und linens b mimi
the pop anist's ocuvre

Van VHet's backgroand in s his-
oy aned graphic design informs
his prmngemsems, and he s Known
fesr his striking, worldly combini-

tona of blooms. “Dutch stll lifes of

the 17th centur |I|'Il|-: teedd fantasy
ower amangements with blooms
from different seasons and conti
nents compressed imo ono vase,” he
sy, “Pat tockay this kind of arange-
ment is truly possible—a |:-|r||i|||1'r
conld |.'.1:--I|j| b € l:".I["I-.\l:l.! of stems
fromm Holland, Mozambique, and
New Fealand

On a recent vialt to the Blrming-

ham Batnndeal Gordens in Alabama

the leather-jacket-clad designer ooy

ened 3 handmade wooden box in
ormnge dupioni silk, lined it with
|:-|;|:'\.!|: and filled & oo the brim with
# lush arrangement in citrus hues
all within a mater of minutes, The
combination of Duch hydrangea
varewmited coml Clnous” roses from

Ecupdor. "Super Green Giant' roses

ARCVE: A ailk-
eovarsd hoy houses
@ SrrEngament of
bright citrus-toned
roses, drismsiicka,
mnd kangaroo-pas,
balanced by the
pale gresns of
Dutch hydrangoa
and "Supor Gresn
Giant" roses. LEFT.

A Biedormaler-style
bouquet combines
“Abracadabra’ roses
with frimged Dulch
tulips, grovillae, and
wnowball viliimiim,

SOUTHERN
ACCENTS

Alarge gloss bowl Nied with & few color-
Tul blooms creates a surprisngty sophis-
ticated and otherworidly arrangemen.

and vellow ‘Sim Salabim’ roses (a
new Durch variery with sqrizgions o
deep burgundy b meide for a complex
counterpadnt of coloes. He added
1_.1,'!I|m' i I'.I‘\.ili'1|.|.| trumsiicks “Fog
their interesting texture,” and deli-
cate, branchlike blossoms of yellow
kangarco-paw, which kept the
drrangemend from betng oo ok

Yan Viet's second demonstrtion
marshaled modern-day Zen princi
ples-of minimalism and restrint.
In fact, the dexigner likened his
fishlwad amangement of vellow
dromasticks, L._1||j:.||:|:-e.- i, anil
trimmed ' lady's-slipper orchids o
sommecthing sueatic. “Ie eflongs uncer
the ooean,” he siva.

OF course, this native Duwchman
could not resist throwing Holland's

ubdrpuitous mationa] fower, the wilip,

o seme of his armangements.
‘Flaming Parrot' ulips with canary-
yeldbow wnd scarlet striations fline ow
like: spithire from a loose, airy bou
quiet of sandersonia and grevillea—
the Litter a spiky, unusual looking
proden that sums up Ins irademuick
taste for ncomonmting interesting
flowers into otherwise convention
ally premy bougucts *
Van Vet & Trap, 212352-1385,

oA pvnitietannialiva com
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BEHIND THE
SCENES AT THE
METROPOLITAN
MUSEUM OF ART
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MARTHA
STEWART
LIVING

T AND HIS HALF BROTHER; C

— 1 _I WHEN REMCO VAN VLIET Al
maved to New York from the Netherlands 19 years ago, ons custom thi
— them was that dinner guests were expected to bring a bottle of wine. *In Holland,
we come with 8 bouquet, something gorgeous and natural,” says van'Viiet, 34."Here
\/ —_I REARRANGED you bring wine—and then drink half of it yourself.”

. B e " 1§ the Duteh duo have theirwai; that's one American habit that they hope will change.
wo of Me Yark Civs colammes ot 1 8 P - 'z
Twa of New York ':_'”"'rs_b \-_Jﬂ( z*t :‘{“T_ E_L:Llﬂfdl '?:f"'-r'-'r e . The brothers dream ks to spread a northern European floral sensibility the way French

d share iheif secreis for beguiling b{JquE‘d couturiers revolutionized fashion in the 19408, “We want to show people that they

that anmyone can make at home 3 J shouldn't be Intimidated by flawers, that having living things In your house ian't

just & locury Ir's crucial” says Trap, 40

d Such aspirations are mone than just talk. Their company, Van Viies & Trap, which has
the contract to create event designs for the Matropolitan Museum of Art, the Mussum of
Modern Ars, and the Mew Yark Philharmoniz, creates cascading arangements that often
attraet nearly as much amention as tha art or musie. The brothers” influence is eveny- ;:::t:; E:::L?ﬁ;::;:‘p
whare in Manhattan, from the flaral displays that dominare stylish downtown mestaumants  yhe Europenn technique of ereating
to the striking armngemonts in the lobbiss of Park Avenus apartment haiildings bouguate directly in their hands.

While they admire Americans’ natursl exuberance, they note o tendeney hete 1o'  oyaraapAPNE BY DITTE ISAGER
everlosd arrangements with garishly colored flowers. (A for grouping a single type  TEXT BT NANCY HASE
of flower, they advise againat it, except for tulips, which are
paturally massed in the meadows of the Netherlands) In
stead they suggest a more monochromatic palette with an
emphnasis on contrasting textures that can be brought in
with elemeanta such as seedpods, bald foliage, herbs, berries,
and even twisted vines, These, they say, set off treats such

. |

HANDHELD BOUQUET

with roses, peonies. viburrum, brechelium, asclegias, and s thimle

STRIP ali stema of excess foliage, leaving one or two beaves at the top, and
lany theem oon a table. GATHER  base of five o 5o stundy stems, fuch as rres,
In yend hand, angling them so they form & spiral. Make sire iy leanes
fece outwarnd. LAYER i maone-gelicate stems, abways at an sngle. thresding
thasm thecnagh the faliage. I you wse rosebads, lsave room for them 1o
open TURM the bouguet frequently in your kand to maler wre its balanced
PUSH o puill on shers from the botiom 10 achieve the proper heighd for
each. BIND with & rulbsber band, looping it anound the serms lightly enough
to hold the bouguet. Choade s visoel, and cof shema 1o fit MARTHASTEWART COM
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LIVING

OVERSIZE URN ARRANGEMENT l i

with Kousa dogwood, mock orange, wibumiem, momndain laurel,
and garden ot E

SET & plasth contaimer within the s, STABILITE i1, using rolled-up wsids
of newnpaper sround the edges. FILL container with water CUT thick
branches of dogwood tovanous heights, using fipral sheams. FLACE dog
wiood branches wathin the conmames to Create an armatune. WEAVE IN
Birsner -slemmed branches of mock oange. vibunum, and mourdain Lsied
ising dogwood branches for support. STEP BACK frequently 1o judige the
effert and check the halanoe of the compositien. FINTER by nsenting rowe

HFORMATION ON FORCING
BRAKCHES GO To marthastewars
i/ branches

‘C We want to show people

that they snouldn't be

rntimicate

Flmi s re X
IOQEd Oy FIOWers, L

awving I-.-:"!;':

1 VoUr Aouse isnt
-y | m

just @ luxury 115 crucia

LOW CENTERPIECE

wiilh hydrangeas, dieely miiter, 1ea fhistle, rooes, echinops, astrantio,
mounizin laane, clematis, lady's mantie. and blueberries

LINE & howe, wide jlass benl with hydrangea folisge. CREATE & base wilh

blacks af soaked ol foam, covering as misch surface anea a4 podsitie

PLACE Large ypdrangea blooms everrdy 10 creale & bafinoed struciune that

carn support the rest of the flowers. ADD dasty milker ard sea thistlo shorg

the lower edges. FiLL 1M with roses, schinope, astrantia, and mountain

Laurel, destribesting colors evenly, TURN the bow! freguently 2 you worlk o

eep grrangement balanoed, FINISH by placing stems ol elermars and Dahy's

marile snd brenches of blusbemes uiing thee color and testure a1 acceni 187
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&8 pale-green roses or bunqundy peoniss, While thay have the luzury of using soms
of the best stems flown in from exotic locales for their clients, they insist that their
look can be achieved easlly by anyone. *If you have imagination, vour best resources
can be the local market, nursery, or Home Depot,” Trap says. For spring, they mix
sprigs of mint and rosemary with branches of unripe, green blackberries. For amall
conterpieces, they pierce a fresh orange and stick in a few Creamasicle-colored poppies

if you have imagination,”

“Flowers love the sugar, and the smell is fantastic,” Trap says 1ap Says, r.}'.:_-pll._nlr best resources
Faliage is key, especially in spring they advise. *To us, the color of the season is can he the local market
yellow-grean. so fresh and new,” Trap says. The brothers love the leaves of lemon gers: nursery, or Horme Depot.”

niums, available at virtually any garden center. "And one of our favorite tricks is to

black bast] we get from the farmers’ market,” he says. “Tt locks fantastic with soft

Lag
colored flowers, and it adds & scent as well”

Thind-generation floral designers (until recently, their {ather, an acclaimed artist,
ran the shop outside Amserdam that their grandfather opened), the brothers want to
move bevond armanging flowers in a vase. They recommend hand-tving, a classic
European technique that invalves building a bouguet in your palm and then tying the
bunch with a rubber band. The band can be hidden by wrapping it with a single leaf
or enipped, f the bouguet is putin s glass vessel “Afer you get the hang of it, you
never go back to arranging fowers in a vaze” Trap say= "t
gives you far more control You ean readiust the height of
everything to get balance, and then, when you're done, you
just cist off the ends all at once" Van Vet agrees: “Warry

about what vessel vou're going to use later. What's Impor

tant is learning to feel, really feel, what Is going into it.”

FISHBOWL GARDEN

wilh echeveria, aeonium, tree peaaies, paphiopedilum, asparagu fierns
ot prowds, soabiosd seed heads. and pircher plant flowers

FIT thee Dotmommof  Hiehdoned with @ large round ol Trog, and serround il
with & bate of acheveria. ADD 3eorium roseties. POUR 1N water bo & depth
of 2 inches. PLACE 2 or 3 short iree-pecny and paphiopedilum blossoma
arpand the perimebed CUT lerns snd sieens of lotui podi to varying lengths
and irgert them in the frog. rotating bowd to check balance. ADD wcabiow
seed heads and pitcher plant flowers. FINISH with one tall tree peory.

Produond by Srepdarm johneon and Lmdury Tayior

MARTHASTEWART.COM marthase
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flower show

autumnal array

MNew York City's Remco van Viiet

designs a quartet of artful arrangements,
marrying the look of fall with this

Floral Master’'s European technigue.

FHOTOS BY UDHOM SUNANDSOPHON

“Hesllurid Hagpering

FLOWER
MAGAZINE

hlanpche Lady's Sipper Crchidy
Roea " Grwan Tan”

Echimops Thitle

Ergigaum Sugserncva

Fiwlurnbo {Lob Podsi
Alchariills Mol [Lady'y Mantla)
Carnution “Coreen Trick”
 Erynghem Planiim

Btachys Bysartn smb’s Ea
Aania Factes



A rustlc dacorative sereen provides

the perfact canvas far this sxotic.
midange, (Screen, S47.50, svailable
at Dutch Flowes Line Weat,

MNaw York City, Sd6-714-3700)

PLOWER LIt

Scabiosa Seed Poos

Bagonas masomiena Lesves fnom Pery
Sardarionis
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FLORAL 1
Thix payge, clockuise frooy Ieft
Abuinchant Nowees give the feel
tng of dining in a botanical
wanderland. Cenlerpieces of
arange princess tulips, duch-
£3s pronkes, sandersonia, white
sweel pea, white hyacinihe
white nerines and poppiex
Menos, S410 for 1oi, Frodm Linda
E Harriet. “Rialio® Limoges
rmwriq:m gharger, 555 each
dimner plate, 46 eachy zabad
plutey S38 ench, all from Vellom,
*Festival® dinner naphkin in
l:ul.?n',ﬂg!u set ol fomar, fromm
Sferra Lingns. = Wesion® flar-
ware, §58 Tor fve-piece pluce
getting firom Reed & Rarton

Achieve a garden reception in any selling,
any season, by bringing the outdoors in

ruoToGRarng my ANDRE BARANOWSKI
riomal oesianny VAN VLIET & TRAP EVEHT DESIGN

vuee a7 ERIN SWIFT

RN i {T)’
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CHAMPAGNE AND FLOWERS This page. from [eft: Details like fine champagne and cle-
ganthy wrapped favors of tullp bulbs add to the sophisticated atmosphere. Foux potted plants
from Aldik. “Grace” champagne fute, 536 for set of two, from Martha Stewart Collection for
Wedgwood. “Tulip tree-to-be,” $23 each, from Potting Shed Creatbons,

FRESH PICKED (ppouite: A Bright, sunny bricdal ouguet of orange princess iulips, peach
Parrent tulips,; eyrthanthus and lady's mantle looks like 1% been pluckes] straight Imom the
garden, yet delicately nrrnged. Pole y2llow satin ribbon, $18 per vard, from Mokuba

) NN ..:'
(5}? Rufdant BRIDE el \ .':. A0 EF
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|\ WATER WORKS Opposite: A Tocite box filled with water creates a tranqui] pool in the center

| ’ \ ‘of thetahle containing vases of flowers as well as single Moating blossoms. “Grace” cham-

el | | paagne Mutes, 536 for set of two; “Grace™ white wineglasses, 536 for set of two, both from
—" Martha Stewart Collection for Wedgwoor.

GARDEN CARDS This page; Elegam stationery gers a siplish look thanks to beaatiful yet
informal script; a foral pattern In the efvelope’s lining setu the tone for the garden-party
wedding. Signature letterpressed invitathon, response card (not shownl, and envelope lined
with vintage wallpaper, 4,965 for 100 sets; hand-lettered escort cards, 3375 for 100, both from
Linda & Harrict, Wall of flowers includes Super Green roses, cherry brandy roses, mambo spray
roses, milva roses, euphoria mees, Madeline mses, popples, orchids and tangering Glorlosa Hles
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IDEAS 1N BLOOM This page, frow lefi: Lush foliage and chic furnishings combine to éreate
nh imdting loange for wedding gueste. Apple wood culkes {four shown mgether as coffee tabie),
5175 each, from Dutch Flower Line West. Custom pilloweases, price upon request, from The
Furnlture joini. “Hot House Flowers® fabric (on plllowcases), Sa60 per yand, from Celerie

Kemibde for Schumacher, Flower-covered boxes are a unigue alternative 1o traditional ring
bearet pillows. Ribbon-ted custom boses covered in ranunculus, roses, popples and orchids.

GARDEN GATEAU Uppasite: A pastel yellow cake gives a sunny loak indoors. Chocolate-fudge
calbe filled with praline-crunch and vanilla buttercreams and covered in fondant, fnished with
royakleing swags and adorned with gumpaste fMowers and bow, Serves g, S564, fron The Cake
gltly, Chicago, “Hampton® cake set in sterling sibver (knifc net shown), $375. from Tiflany & Co
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MassSapRe al Anyonewho's ever passed a flowec farmera pasiure of Q0S| E5 canattest

to the breathtaking impact one type of flower can have when it's multiplied a thousandicld as a single-color
carpet, Mo one's suggesting you plunk down yaur reception in the middle ofa fleld, but you canachigve a
siemilar effect —and save minney, too—with simple, densely packed, monochrematic arrAngements,
whether they're cut tulips In clear glass cylindérs, DOYEE OF O i adlls, ar towering sunflawers

piched in galvanized tin buckets. Whatever your personal style, use local, sBasonal Hbwers—usually
a thrittieroption thanimports. Sometimes less is mare, but here, mot e i§ Better)

Irann tulip bulbs stand in a glaes bowl wiapped sith grapesines] well=Rydrated Mowess 308 also tucked into the vines

SayVvy saves

How to b frugal vot fabubous:

»» Recytle ceremany l'aﬂnﬂmtm: al
your reception,

¥3 Bougquirts ars big budgat-busters.
Cangider having anly one ar two brides-
maids, or ghve sll the girls just a few
sty fiowem [calla fily, hydrangea).

»» Swap elaborate high arrangemantz
fai simger low ores — Hie fewar flowes
that are used, the lowar the cost.

» U candles lndshly and Bowers
sparinghy. And by supplimonting yoor
winas with ingapensive ornaments
{glassorbs, shells), you can stretch
tha sterms you do use.

¥ imstaad of cut Nowars, use small
potted plants and fallage on tables,

¥ Awold dates around Valentine's Day
and Mother's Day, when prices soar.

33 IFyau're deing your own flowars,
lavwar your costs by purchasing thiem
from bulk supplbers e llowirbud.cam.
Havethem arrlve several days before—
you'll have more tirme Lo clesn ahd

prep tham, (Store in & cool place. ]

r»Superatfordable in suason: mari-
golds, daffodils, dahiag, tinmas, laven-
der, sunflowers, hydrangeas, llacs.

¥l Vi TS Amoanyg) the beat
banglasting bleasanrm: |1 ] ramanculiss,
wilh dloeely patked |ayess that open alowly,
[ 7} echinaers pod, 28 dry It can fast [ndwfl-
nitely, 1 3] cranpetdin, which has a vaas life
ol 10 to 14 days, [ 4] ster of Bethinhem, &
bautommirrs favorite ecmess it cam e ol
ot arranged diiys Imadvance, | 3 ) gavbara
dainy, with s haad that's praciboally inde-
strurtible, and 6] pwest EER ar Early
spiing bl samen that's decepiivedy handy
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Warm up o thia
prolty Mlewer avadlahls
year-round, Foe hita

af suif-lnfused coles,
dab arramaments with
these "bily buttans, "
but watch out for pol -
len Lit "Il tain, Vase,
Hi trer Studies.
mingironstisdiot.canm,

Thinspectscudad fri-
tolar vessian borsts
amoderate price, a
sturdy conithtution,
and puquitite, deanse
pertals, reaking la
hoaquot Bavorite
Warning; Tlﬂhrul-u-
EOME May Irer
anett, vl choose Hall-
apan Haweti. Pot,
Lodex; pode.tem.

1'I-.L o L
w i Fi
r e
o v
s e
\ b g i
TAL S T
U,
¢ -
Sl '
'i*r‘! [ Ty
# l’ y {'
e
A
. :. H
i
| o g ‘)

This wavy-patabid
Flower—typically
sold as individusl

blooms = bends & Fas

Eant alr toarrange-
mante. With a stiff
sem and the ablity
o habd itw form et
of water, ity ideal
far houguety, bt
keep these laveles
ol f your cake—

thay're pofsomnous.

AvallobM Soptembar
throegh March, this
Howwr is the go=ta
bigom when birfllianl
CRbi g e BCAMY.
Sultable for bouguets
and canterpheces, it
i rispd fram fee-
mial to casialin g
flagh, Viases, Kkooll;
bk gl caprs,

Thiw warsety (hnawn
s doihle labe viglip
or paony tulip)is
consldesed vary long-
lantingg, with hlige
bloszoms up tofour
Inches sciovs when
fully open, Use thess
spricot-tinted baau-
thes to createlush,
nbiEwy o Es.

g

& symbol of spring,
Lhis bowi=toat flowar
that comes In murmes-
aus variatios mikeaa
radiant bosgusl when

chistaied enmasss,
Buy them theee davs
ahoad: they'l apan
Tidly by thi wedding.

Weith a shall Nfeof 1D
o 20 days when tul.
thls hadf-mch blos-
som, kpowras the
Chinese lantern, sug-
pilies higth wattage to
any corsage o lowes
Wl basket. Vaia,
Kkoll; kkaall cam)

Squint at these
blosznms and you
poulld svwrar you' e
soning Butierfly wings
Imstaad of patals.
Theygrow 15taa
stam and £an b wired
farbotguels and
bautanniergs

s
2

"..
e

“Dellcate™ 2 a
misnomaerfor this
Ry apedsmed. lta
nklry Shemo mesn
you ean mess thase
lush Hlawersina
bouquet, anditwill

sl bom Featharfight.

Bawd, Tone Tagus;
tarretagus. com.

Thitw gracafiul flower
s podnbed petals the
Ehapas of a dancor's
Vo shoa, Grabbing
the spotlight Hke s
Russian diva, it adde
anplhy teatuore and
mild fragrance fo
bouguets. Wase,

Ehopll; Kknall.cam.,

BRIDES
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Foew Lenbiopal disigmabon, Liink
v butled wood o irawny beskets

i ]
With s deep rad,
flammiike markings,
this valiety makes s
aplanh in 2 bouguut ar
mansed it ansrange-
mant. Loak faedark
green laavid, whichare
aslgn of vitality, Pat,
Ipdaa; odar.tam,

This star-ghaped,
menall Mo warks
Fle iy am Beitnn-
nieres and as filler in
Bigeustgaiod 5 apd center-
pisen. b can Lest up
1o aricevth b vase.
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TOP FLOWER TRENDS

COLOR
*» Purple is hot righrnaw, says floral designer
Jerry Sibal of
kel depth to the

Fusion, in Me

rpiece at fight,

, hydrangess, anemones,

| liziant with hi
M@ t
»» Black and white is back on top, pro

sites (still} attract. To underscare the

|.__|_-I-: artichokes

la "|,:'_-_-bc|.,.l|'.-:l vory anemones in jet-hlack
EEFETT

» Green ranks high on the list of celebrated sh
"-'a"'.-*"'m'-r'nl'-v.nr‘nm'.fﬂ.'\- wio-lave-the-earth

£ vESES

tatermnent or you simply like the cofor's freshnoss

"'.! vitnly s wardant

good to go if you cho

varisties of & wibErnum, bullon miuims
cyr I
3] Hnnmhmmlti: palettes— white-an-whit
arvariations of yellow —are also starring

sivta. "

Choose your favorite

HERES

floral »» ﬁos:marvf gives flowers a rustle touch. Dutch
Whet & T

the idaa

art born Ramco van ¥iiet, of Va

e shisde

lower an flower for anarganic, gandeny fee ;’:u-',nr_;-

e often Incarpar

whe chies o

inte country=chic conlerpicces

EMBELL'SHMENTS 3 M:nt hrlngsairesh scent I'. any table, Pair

by arcematic b with flowers in

* Gamstones in glorious colors give Howaers razzle

tle [they've glued or attached with

vellow, arar

Dregunn wverbena, thyme, and o
mal weddings, the f floral designers

il an be bunched in pots to give
fin Palomo

n Mew Yark, use

arganic look. Mix and match
stsand g i
create the ook of 8 garden landscape.

»» Lavender is flke a whiff of aromatherapy tucked

ey s pal

whed or tumbled stones [fke

into your bouguet. The flower is known for it
rose quarky and gheen gamets
*¥* Feathers are fun and
frilly and add opulence
tabouguets and
centerpieoes while
maintaining an airy
ook, & coborful favorite
pheasant plumes
»» Gilded nuts glve
boutannleres some bling
for the buck, as do topaz
e wired into stalks of

jen wheat

. JULY/AUGUST 2008 | BRIDES.COM
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ASK THE EXFPERTS

The Event Designer

“Choose seasonal, locally-grown
flowers to avoid the markup due to a
strong euro and rising fuel prices.”
REMCO VAH VLIET

ou're a third-generation flower
guy from Holland. The real deal!
My father did work for the Dutch
royal family, and when 1 was 13,
I made the queen a bougquet. At
18, I moved here to work at a flower im-
porting company. After that, I was hired
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art to

| do arrangements for the Great Hall.

And now you're a high-society event
designer. What does your job entail?
We design every aspect of the event—
from the flowers, tablecloths, and

| glasses, to the chairs, floor plans, and
| lighting. We like working with Bentley

Meeker Lighting and Frost Lighting.

Do you get brides who make impos-
sible demands? 1 had one who had 40
people in her wedding party and wanted
all of them to stand under the chuppa.
We did that, for a price. [ have to say,
onee a groom's involved he's worse than
a bridezilla. Sometimes [ learn that the
bride and groom are realizing for the
first time that they have very different
interpretations of what's beautiful.
Which venues do you love werking in?
The Mandarin Oriental and the Rain-
bow Room have amazing views. [ also
like the Puck Building and Skylight.
What would you advise couples to putin
their venue contract? That there isn't an

32 WEW YORKE WEDDINGE | WINTER 2009
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TABLE ACCESORY

T likee timted woter goblets. They break up
the momnetony when you have 30 glasses on one
table.” Green gobiet, §2.35 af Party Rental.

early function on the day of your wedding.

They'll double-bhook, especially if its a |

hotel, and then your vendors will have less

time to set up. Personally, [ like to comein |

the night before for setup.

A large part of your job is obviously |

the floral design. Which flowers do you |
love? Thistles are masculine and nice to |

add to arrangements of roses or peonies.
Sandersonia is an elegant, bell-shaped
flower. I love fiddlehead ferns, begonia
leaves from Pern, and craspedia—little
yellow balls that add texture, For fall, [
like seeds, pods, and berries, My broth-
er is a partner at a flower importing
company, 0 [ get first pick. T can find
flowers that aren’t in season when you
want them, and I can usually get a good
deal—though these days, with the price
of fuel, it's sometimes irrelevant. | have
clients who don’t understand why their

sister’s wedding that I worked on four |

years ago cost so much less!

How can couples cut costs? You can do |

something special with commaon flow-
ers, such as sunflowers, or certain roses
from South America. Fill several small
vases with one kind of bloom. It's mono-
chromatie, very peaceful, and a lot less
money. Don't spend time decorating the
cocktail hour; the reception is the most
important, And the ceremony is not the
place to show off with décor.

What would you do for acouple who wants
awinter-themed wedding? All white: white
velvet, white-flocked branches, glass icicles,
frosted chargers. O, silver branches with

white orchids and hanging crystals, ice-blue |
silk dupioni linens, crackled-glass votives. |

Mo red-and-green, no primary colors.

What do you find cheesy? Anything
that floats in water—submerged flow-
ers, floating candles. Or, anything that
involves hanging flowers upside down.
Huge bouguets and strewn rose petals
make me cringe. E.H.

212-352-3385; vanvlictandirap.com
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